The GAIA-CLIM project: Making more optimal use of non-satellite data to characterise data from satellites
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The GAIA-CLIM project is a Horizon 2020 project running 2015-2018 that brings together 18 European partners to advance our ability to use non-satellite measurements to characterise satellite data. The project aims to achieve this by using high quality, metrologically well-characterised data such as those arising from GRUAN, NDACC and TCCON, and understanding the inevitable additional uncertainty in any comparison arising from non-coincidence of satellite and non-satellite measurements. Use of such an approach assures a meaningful assessment of the satellite data. Several approaches shall be developed and compared.

A Virtual Observatory facility to visualise and analyse the co-locations arising shall be developed by several partners and hosted by EUMETSAT, as a demonstrator of capabilities. Possible avenues to operationalization of this facility shall be given, but such operationalization necessarily will require a different mechanism than a time-bounded research project. 

The project is also to provide an inventory of remaining gaps and their impacts leading to a documentation of prioritised recommendations as to next steps to improve our ability to use non-satellite data to characterise satellite data. This shall be developed in concert with the broader community through a series of user workshops as well as solicited input. An early draft of the gaps analysis and impacts document and feedback template is available at www.gaia-clim.eu/page/gaid . This presentation shall outline project aims, structure, and important outcomes to date.
